
Working on Math Throughout the Summer 

Math exists everywhere around us.  How can we, as parents, help our children develop in math?  Where 

could we find it?  What could we ask?  What could we say?  How can we help our children practice 

mathematics concepts taught at school in a fun non-academic way?  

Math allows us to make sense of our world.  Connecting school math to the world strengthens a child’s 

understanding.  As you go through your summer ask your children questions such as:  What do you 

notice?  and What are you wondering?  These questions help support them to see math in the world 

around them, much the same way we work on finding literacy in our world.  Here are a few examples 

and possible questions to ask… 

  
 

How many?  
Which has more?  

By how much? 
How many have been eaten? 

  What patterns do you see?  
What shapes do you see? Which 

colour has more? 

What shapes do you see?  How tall 
are the buildings?  Which one is 

tallest? 
By about how much is it taller? How 

do you know? 

 

The five math strands in our curriculum contain different content and different experiences.  Here are a 

few of the verbs related to the strands.  Look for opportunities to work on these actions of learning 

math informally throughout the summer. 

 Number Sense & Numeration (estimate, compare, solve problems, etc.) 

 Measurement (estimate, measure, record, compare, construct, etc.)  

 Geometry & Spatial Sense (sort, classify, build, construct, etc.) 

 Patterning & Algebra (identify, create, describe, solve problems, etc.)  

 Data Management & Probability (collect, read, predict, interpret, experiment, etc.) 

 

There are lots of activities and games (card games, dice games, board games, puzzles, etc.) that we 

could play that are engaging and fun.  As well, similar to reading regularly with children to develop 

literacy, interacting with children while playing these games is one way to support math development. 

 

 

 


